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BY THE GOOD GRACE 
VICKI HAMILTON

This PhD research is an investigation into the human-dog relationship, tracing 
the threads of understanding through philosophy and ancient ideas, to 
contemporary issues. The manipulation of both behaviours and the styles of 
dogs have been made by, and for, the benefit of humans over many centuries. 
The results of these societal ideas and values have also been reflected 
throughout the canon of art history, where artists have represented the status of 
these domesticated animals in the fashion of their time. 

By the Good Grace explores the love, hate and indifference shown towards 
domesticated dogs historically. The broader aim of this research is to challenge 
people’s perceptions around the capacity of dogs to suffer when ill-treated, 
often as a result of dogs being purchased for fashion or illegal activities, rather 
than a deeper relationship. 


